COMMUNICATION AND INFORMATION WORKING GROUP

Mr Brendan Mackin was elected Chairman of the CIWG

Summary of Proposed Action Points

1.

Written contact to be made with all Implementing Bodies, highlighting
the importance and necessity for each to develop a Communication/
Publicity Strategy. It was suggested this correspondence might issue
from the DFP Minister, as Chair of the CSF Monitoring Committee to
ensure the importance of the message was observed.

Action: Secretariat
It was agreed the CIWG should stage a Communications Seminar,
aimed at providing advice and guidance to Implementing Bodies, on

how best to develop a Communication Strategy.

This seminar could:-

highlight the need for and lay down concrete guidelines eg
budget, publicity officers;

o highlight the importance of developing an understanding between
Statutory Bodies and Implementing Bodies;

e encourage two-way communication to facilitate the Implementing
Bodies eg assess existing Communication Strategies, proposals
to target the general public, use of the press and other forms of
communication of information media; and

. highlight importance of publicising EU funding, to help NI secure
potential EU funding beyond 2005.

Action: CIWG and Secretariat
An EU Communication Seminar was being held on 18 and 19 March in
Brussels. The CIWG will be represented by Mr Alasdair McLaughlin,
Mr Liam Fitzgerald, Mrs Pat Mallon and Mrs Debra Savage.

Details to be forwarded to these members when received from
Commission.

Action: Secretariat
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