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Dear Mr. Foster,

The University believes that the consultation paper does not explore the issue of legal education in
sufficient detail. In particular, it fails to consider and take account of the unique characteristics of the
provision of legal education in Northern Ireland as carried out by the U iversity's Institute of
professional Legal Studies. The institute s established following the report of the Armitage
Committee and uniquely provides for the joint training of solicitors and barristers. This training is
reviewed by the Council of Legal Educatio » With representation from the University, the Law Society
and the Bar Council. This is an important distinctive characteristic of th local legal services sector, and
only one of several such characteristics that the paper fails to address. |

The University, as opposed to the Council of Legal education, has limited experience of the provision of
legal services and will be unable to comment in any great detail on the proposals put forward. However,
a number of issues do merit mention. |t appears that the paper seeks t adopt the generic issues raised
by Clementi, but as is admitted, with little r search on the efficacy of the current framework. The
University would question whether it is appropriate to implement a series of measures designed for
England and Wales and we note that the provision of legal services in Scotland remains unaffected by
Clementi. With a predominance of small practices, legal services provisjon in Northern Ireland differs
significantly to that in England, and it would seem appropriate that the p per should address the
particular local circumstances to ensure tbat customers of the legal provision receive high quality, cost
effective services.

In relation to the University’s first-hand ex] rience of the legal system, we are in general content with
the service we have received. We feel th , the split between the bar and solicitors is effective, and we
have no concerns about any lack of choice. One final point; the Univers y would be seriously
concerned about any proposal to allow non-}lega! organisations to ‘own’ legal practices. The University



would see this as fundamentally endangering the independence of lebal advice| and would lead to a

lack of confidence on the part of the customer.

Yours sincerely,
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