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RESPONSE FORM FOR CONSULTEES

The Department will consider all responses to this consultation received on or before the closing date for receipt of responses which is Friday 14th October 2011 @ 4:00 pm.

Submissions made after this date will not be considered.

We would be grateful if you would use e-mail to return the completed Response Form to:

karen.McKernon@dfpni.gov.uk
However it may be printed and posted or faxed to –
Karen McKernon
Consultation Co-ordinator
Department of Finance and Personnel

Building Standards Branch
Level 5, Causeway Exchange

1-7 Bedford Street

Belfast BT2 7EG

Fax: (028) 9082 3282
Completion of the Response Form

Please refer to the package of Consultation Documents which outline fully the proposed new requirements and amendments, and to the draft Regulatory Impact Assessment which accompany this Response Form.

These documents are available at – www.buildingregulationsni.gov.uk
Consultees are encouraged to respond on any aspects of the proposals.  However, the Department would welcome answers to and comments on the questions in this Response Form.

For ease of use, questions relating to each aspect of the consultation are referenced by a letter relating to that aspect e.g. A1, A2 etc. are questions on Part A: Interpretation and general; B1, B2 etc. are questions on Part B: Materials and workmanship etc..
Click on the box (or insert an “x”) beside “Yes”, “No”, or “No view” as appropriate.  It is not essential to give an answer to every question.  The last question is completely open to enable consultees to make suggestions or observations that do not fit into the preceding questions.

Please make any comments you might have in the box provided.  If you disagree with any of the proposals the Department would be interested to know why you disagree.
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Respondent Details

In order for your response to be considered valid, you must provide the following information:

	Name
	     

	Organisation
(if any)
	     

	Address
	     

	Telephone
	     

	Email
	     


Are you responding as an individual?

 FORMCHECKBOX 


Or are you representing the views of an organisation?
 FORMCHECKBOX 



Responses to this consultation may be made available to the Northern Ireland Assembly, or for public inspection, either at the Building Standards Branch office or website.

You have the option of indicating that you wish your response to remain confidential and the Department will generally respect that request.  Should it be decided that the public interest must override that request the Department will contact you before disclosure and, if appropriate, provide an opportunity for your response to be withdrawn.

Is your response confidential? 

Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 



Part A

Interpretation and general  

PART A:  QUESTIONS
Part A of the Building Regulations defines certain terms used in the regulations and establishes processes which relate to the application of the regulations.  The Department proposes to amend certain Part A regulations, introduce a number of new regulations to this part and amend, delete or add to a number of definitions.

A1.
Do you agree with the proposals regarding application for a Type Approval Certificate for the erection of dwellings?
Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments (if any):

	     


A2.
Do you consider it appropriate that district councils may require applicants or their agents to carry out tests on drains or private sewers to prove compliance with the regulations, or for district councils to carry out these tests themselves?


Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments (if any):

	     


A3.
Do you agree with the proposal to allow a district council a final period of 12 months after notification of completion during which a Contravention Notice may be issued?

Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments (if any):

	     


A4.
 Do you agree with the proposals to amend, replace, remove or relocate particular definitions, schedules and exemptions within the regulations? (If not, please specify which proposals you do not agree with and why.)
Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments (if any):

	     


A5. 
Do you agree with the proposed expansion to the list of exemptions? Do you feel all relevant items have been included? 
Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments (if any):

	     


A6. 
Do you agree with the changes proposed in relation to material change of use of a building?
Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments (if any):

	     


A7.
Do you agree with the proposals to restrict the use of building notices to alterations to a dwelling and to where building work does not increase a dwelling’s floor area by more than 3m2?
Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments (if any):

	     


A8.
Do you agree with the proposal to add two new statutory notification stages, before the covering up of (a) above-ground structural elements and (b) sound insulation measures? Do you agree to the removal of paragraphs A12(5) (d) to (g)?  

Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments (if any):

	     


A9.
Do you consider it is a reasonable proposal to make the issuing of Completion Certificates mandatory?
Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments (if any):

	     


A10.

Do you consider the proposal to widen the scope of District Councils’ powers to relax or dispense with any requirement of building regulations, appropriate? 

Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments (if any):

	     


A11.
Do you agree with the proposed introduction of new prescribed periods  relating to appeals and approvals? Do you consider the proposed prescribed periods to be adequate?
Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments (if any):

	     


A12.
Please provide any general comments you may wish to make about the proposed amendments to Part A of the Building Regulations in the box below:
	     


Part B  

Materials and workmanship
and
Technical Booklet B
PART B:  QUESTIONS

Part B sets requirements to ensure that building work is carried out in a workmanlike manner with adequate and proper materials.  The Department proposes to amend the definition of “material” and recognise the recently extended principles of building regulations, along with removing regulation B3, B4 and B5.
B1.
Do you agree with the amended definition for “material”? 
Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments (if any):

	     


B2.
Do you agree with the proposal to remove regulation B3 (as this is now embodied in regulation C4)?

Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments (if any):

	     


B3.
Do you agree with the proposal to remove regulation B4 controlling the use of urea formaldehyde foam?

Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments (if any):

	     


B4.
Do you agree with the proposal to remove regulation B5 (the Department feels this is adequately controlled by regulation B2)?

Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments (if any):

	     


B5.
Do you agree that the guidance given in Technical Booklet B is adequate and appropriate to ensure that building work is carried out in a workmanlike manner with adequate and proper materials?
Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments (if any):

	     


B6.
Please provide any general comments you may wish to make, about the proposed amendments to Part B of the Building Regulations and Technical Booklet B, in the box below:
	     


Part D
Structure
and 

Technical Booklet D

PART D:  QUESTIONS

It is not proposed to amend the Part D (Structure) regulations, nor is it proposed to amend any of the technical provisions in Technical Booklet D that support the existing regulations.  In a new guidance based Technical Booklet, the Department proposes to include a ‘performance’ section to further explain the regulations and their objectives and which will provide the criteria for both demonstrating and verifying compliance with the regulations.

D1.
Do you agree that the guidance given in the proposed Technical Booklet D is complimentary to and broadly level on a technical basis, with the provisions of Technical Booklet D: 2009?
Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments (if any):

	     


D2
Do you agree that the guidance given in the proposed Technical Booklet D adequately explains, where appropriate, the rationale behind the provisions?

Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments (if any):

	     


D3.
Please provide any general comments you may wish to make, about Technical Booklet D in the box below:
	     


Part E
Fire safety
and 

Technical Booklet E
PART E:  QUESTIONS

Although Part E formed part of the Phase 1 consultation, further minor amendments are proposed to the guidance in Technical Booklet E. 
The current Technical Booklet E, amongst other things, gives provisions for the means of escape from a new-build 3-storey house and includes an option to follow different conditioned provisions when converting an existing 2-storey house to a 3-storey house by means of a roofspace conversion. The Department proposes to remove this alternative design option so that, with respect to the provisions for means of escape, all roofspace conversions to existing 2 storey houses will be treated in the same way as a new 3 storey house. The effect will be the removal of paragraphs 1.17 – 1.22 in Technical Booklet E.
E1.
Do you agree with the Department’s proposal to remove paragraphs 1.17 – 1.22 in Technical Booklet E so that all roofspace conversions to existing 2 storey houses will be treated in the same way as a new 3 storey house?
Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments (if any):

	     


E2.
Please provide any general comments you may wish to make about  Technical Booklet E in the box below:
	     


Part F

Conservation of fuel and power

and

Technical Booklets F1 & F2

PART F:  QUESTIONS
PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE PART F REGULATIONS
Part F of the Building Regulations sets out requirements in relation to the conservation of fuel and power.

The following existing regulations and definitions have been moved from Part A to Part F – Consequential improvements, Change of energy status, Renovation of thermal elements, Notice of emissions rate and the definitions of Thermal element and Total useful floor area.

New regulations are proposed that clarify whose responsibility it is to provide information to the building owner or district council in respect of the air pressure test, commissioning, notice of emissions and information about the building and its services. In addition, there are a number of minor amendments to the Part F regulations.

It is proposed that Technical Booklets F1 and F2 are updated to bring them broadly into line with the 2010 guidance for Part L in England & Wales.

F1.
The regulations in Part A that relate to the conservation of fuel and power (consequential improvements, change of energy status and renovation of thermal elements) have been moved to Part F. Do you agree with this consolidation of Part F?

Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments (if any):

	     


F2. 
It is proposed that the exemption from the regulations for conservatories and porches should be amended to grant the exemption only where there is thermal separation, the heating system of the building is not extended into the extension and a fixed combustion appliance is not installed.  Do you agree with these proposed additional restrictions to this exemption?

Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments (if any):

	


F3. 
New regulations require the person carrying out the work to give to the district council, not more than 5 days after completion, the following:

(a) the results of any air pressure test carried out to demonstrate compliance with regulation F3(2);

(b) a notice in writing confirming that the fixed building services have been satisfactorily commissioned (ref regulation F8) and

(c) a notice in writing giving the TER, DER/BER and the list of specifications which are critical to achieving compliance, where these differ from the design specifications.(ref regulation F9)
  Do you agree that these regulations should be added?

Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments (if any):

	


F4. 
A new regulation F4 requires the person carrying out the work, not more than 5 days after completion, to give to the building owner sufficient information about the building, its fixed building services and their maintenance requirements so that the building can be operated and maintained to conserve fuel and power. They must also notify the district council in writing that this has been done. Do you agree that this regulation should be added?
Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments (if any):

	


F5. 
Please provide any general comments you may wish to make about the proposed amendments to the Part F regulations in the box below:

Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments (if any):

	


PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO TECHNICAL BOOKLETS F1 AND F2
F6 .
The amended Technical Booklets and calculation methodologies set energy efficiency standards for new dwellings, and buildings other than dwellings, that will achieve a 25% reduction in CO2 emissions from buildings relative to the level of emissions that result from the Part F standards introduced in 2006. Do you agree with this tightening of the standards for new buildings?
Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments (if any):

	     


F7.
The amended Technical Booklets set tighter standards for energy efficiency in work to existing buildings.  Do you agree with this tightening of the standards for existing buildings?
Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

 No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments (if any):

	


F8. 
Party wall heat loss is now included in the calculation methodologies for new buildings. Do you agree with this amendment?
Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

  No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments (if any):

	


F9.  
Some of the limits for building fabric and services have been strengthened. Do you agree with this amendment?

Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments (if any):

	


F10.   
Revised guidance on avoiding thermal bridging at construction joints has been provided. Do you agree with this guidance?
Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

 No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments (if any):

	


F11. 
New guidance has been introduced to limit heat loss from swimming pool basins. Do you agree with this guidance?

Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

 No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments (if any):

	


F12. 
Appendix B contains guidance for presenting evidence that demonstrates compliance with Part F highlighting key features that are critical in achieving the emissions target for new buildings. Do you agree with this guidance?

Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments (if any):

	


F13.  Amended guidance has been provided for sunrooms and other highly glazed extensions that exceed 25% glazing. Do you agree with this amended guidance?
Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments (if any):

	


F14.
The guidance on the renovation of a thermal element has been expanded. Do you agree with this amended guidance?
Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments (if any):

	


F15.  
New guidance has been provided for non-exempt buildings with low energy demand. Do you agree with this amended guidance?
Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments (if any):

	


F16. 
Revised guidance has been provided for modular and portable buildings. Do you agree with this amended guidance?

Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments (if any):

	


F17. 
Revised guidance has been provided on shell and core developments. Do you agree with this amended guidance?
Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments (if any):

	


F18. 
Revised guidance has been provided for demonstrating that reasonable provision has been made to limit the effects of solar gain in buildings other than dwellings. Do you agree with this amended guidance?
Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments (if any):

	


F19.
Please provide any general comments you may wish to make, about the proposed amendments to the Technical Booklets F1 & F2, in the box below:
	     


Part H

Stairs, ramps, guarding and protection from impact

and 

Technical Booklet H  

PART H:
QUESTIONS
Although Part H formed part of the Phase 1 consultation, further minor amendments are proposed to Part H and to the guidance in Technical Booklet H. 
Part H of the Building Regulations sets out requirements for stairs, ramps, guarding and protection from impact. It is proposed to amend regulation H2 and H6. In order to avoid duplication of standards it is also proposed to remove the technical provisions for access from Technical Booklet R and include them in Technical Booklet H.

H1.
Do you agree that regulation H2 is amended to remove the exemption so that where accommodation is provided on any storey in a dwelling a stair must be provided to access that storey?
Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments (if any):

	     


H2.
Do you agree that regulations H1, H3 and H4 are amended to permit the standards for stairs and ramps presently within Technical Booklet R to be included in Technical Booklet H?

Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments (if any):

	     


H3.
Notwithstanding the additional provisions transferred from Technical Booklet R, do you agree that the guidance given in the proposed Technical Booklet H is complimentary to and broadly level on a technical basis, with the provisions of Technical Booklet H: 2006?

Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments (if any):

	     


H4.
Do you agree that the guidance given in the proposed Technical Booklet H adequately explains, where appropriate, the rationale behind the provisions?
Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments (if any):

	     


H5.
Please provide any general comments you may wish to make, about the proposed amendments to Part H of the Building Regulations and Technical Booklet H, in the box below:

	


Part J

Solid Waste in Buildings
Technical Booklet J
PART J:  QUESTIONS
PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO PART J 
No additional information has been added or technical changes made therefore this amendment is considered a level transposition.

J1. 
Do you agree that the changes to Part J are a level transposition? 
Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments (if any):

	     


 J2.
The regulations in Part J have been changed from prescriptive regulations to functional regulations to bring them into line with the proposed change to guidance. The requirements have been moved into the Technical Booklet and expressed as guidance.


Do you agree with the proposed changes?
Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments (if any):

	     


J3.
Please provide any general comments you may wish to make about the proposed amendments to the Part J of the Regulations and Technical Booklet J in the box below:
	


Part K 

Ventilation

and

Technical Booklet K

PART K: QUESTIONS

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO PART K REGULATIONS 
Part K of the Building Regulations sets out requirements in relation to ventilation.  The current provisions in Part K have been in operation since 1998 and are out of line with the increased air-tightness requirements introduced by the amendment to Part F (Conservation of fuel and power) in 2006. The proposed changes to the Regulations are aimed at ensuring that adequate ventilation measures are incorporated in buildings to provide the required ventilation levels for 2011. In revising Part K they are also being converted into guidance format and at the same time updated to bring them broadly into line with Part F (Ventilation) in England & Wales.

K1.
Do you consider it appropriate to introduce the new regulation K2(2) requiring fixed mechanical ventilation systems and their controls to be commissioned by testing and adjusting?
Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 


No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 




Comments (if any):

	


K2.
 Do you consider this new regulation K2(2) necessary to ensure that the requirement of K2(1) is met adequately?
Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments (if any):

	


K3.
 Do you consider it reasonable to exclude fixed ventilation systems or associated controls from commissioning where testing and adjustment is not possible (K1(3))?
Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments (if any):

	


K4.
 Do you consider the new regulation K4 requiring the provision of information to the owner of the building, both necessary and appropriate?
Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments (if any):

	


PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO TECHNICAL BOOKLET K
K5.
Do you consider the section giving general guidance on performance and an introduction to the provisions to be adequate?
Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments (if any):

	     


K6.  Do you consider Section 1 (General) which includes the definitions and installation information to be adequate?
Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments (if any):

	


K7. Section 2 (New dwellings) sets out 3 Methods on how to provide ventilation to new dwellings and comply with the regulations.

Dwellings are traditionally naturally ventilated – this new Technical Booklet includes guidance for increasing the natural ventilator area for more airtight homes. 

Do you agree that the provision for ventilation is reasonable and the new levels are adequate?
Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments (if any):

	


K8.  Do you consider the ventilation rates given in Method 1 to be adequate?
Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments (if any):

	


K9.
Method 2 sets out 4 systems which can be followed separately to provide the required ventilation – do you find each of these provisions adequate and the approach clear?
Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments (if any):

	


K10. Guidance has been included for dwellings with basements – do you find this helpful?
Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments (if any):

	


K11. Do you think that the guidance given for the ventilation of habitable rooms through another room or space is adequate?

Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments (if any):

	


K12. 
Do you think that the guidance given for the ventilation of existing dwellings is adequate?

Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments (if any):

	


K13. Section 3 (Ventilation of new buildings other than dwellings) sets out 4 Methods which can be used to provide ventilation levels for offices which comply with the regulations. Do you agree that the provisions for ventilation are reasonable and the levels are adequate?
Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments (if any):

	


K14. Do you consider the approach and guidance given in Section 3 for ventilation of other building types to be adequate?
Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments (if any):

	


K15. Section 4 (Ventilation of existing buildings) sets out ventilation provisions for certain situations where work is carried out on existing buildings. Do you agree with this?

Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments (if any):

	


K16. Section 5 (Ventilation of car parks) do you agree with the approach to the ventilation of car parks and the new ventilation levels included?
Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments (if any):

	


K17. Appendix A sets out the performance targets and underlying assumptions for which the ventilation provisions within the Technical Booklet have been designed. Do you agreed with the approach and standards used in Appendix A?
Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments (if any):

	


K18. Appendix B provides guidance on rapid ventilation through windows and external doors. The airflow rate through a window depends on the type, size and max opening angle. Two opening angles have been used to equate the size of window opening to floor area.   Do you agree with the approach taken in Appendix B?
Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments (if any):

	


K19. Do you agree that if a window opens less than 15° it is not suitable for providing rapid ventilation?

                      Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments (if any):

	


K20. Appendix C gives worked examples of calculations for ventilator sizing for dwellings. Do you think that Appendix C is useful?
Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments (if any):

	


K21. Appendix D gives new guidance on minimising ingress of external pollution into buildings in urban areas. Do you agree with the guidance given in Appendix D?
Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments (if any):

	


K22. Part K has been changed to have a mainly performance based approach to providing adequate ventilation. Higher ventilation rates have been incorporated and testing and commissioning of ventilation systems have been introduced. The aim is to offset any worsening of indoor air quality which could result from increased air-tightness following the upgrade of Part F. Are you happy that a mainly performance based approach has been used in the new Technical Booklet?

Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments (if any):

	


K23. Do you agree that all fixed mechanical ventilation systems should be inspected and commissioned where possible?
Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments (if any):

	


K24. Do you agree that air-flow rates should be measured as part of the commissioning process?
Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments (if any):

	


K25. Do you agree that the owner/occupier should be given information regarding the efficient operation and maintenance of ventilation installed?
Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments (if any):

	


K26. Do you agree that building control should be given a checklist as evidence that the ventilation installation has been completed?

Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments (if any):

	


K27.
 Please provide any general comments you may wish to make, about the proposed amendments to Part K of the Regulations or to Technical Booklet K, in the box below:

	


Part L

Combustion appliances and fuel storage systems

and 

Technical Booklet L  

PART L:
Questions

Part L of the Building Regulations sets out requirements for air supply; discharge of products of combustion; protection of buildings; and the protection of liquid fuel storage systems.
L1.
Changes in energy efficiency provisions (Part F) have resulted in increasingly high standards of air tightness in new dwellings. The current provisions on air supply in Technical Booklet L are based on assumptions about adventitious (uncontrolled) ventilation from cracks and leaks in the building fabric. Do you agree with the proposed amendments of Technical Booklet L (to ensure that combustion appliances can function safely)?
Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments:

	


L2.
Solid biofuel was implicitly included in Technical Booklet L 2006 as a solid fuel but for clarity specific mention in the technical standards is proposed. Do you agree that solid biofuel is specifically mentioned in the proposed new Technical Booklet L?
Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments:

	


L3.
As some modern solid biofuel appliances produce less ash and soot than other solid fuel appliances, the probability of the flue becoming blocked is less than with other less sophisticated appliances. Do you agree with the proposal to allow the current minimum of 125mm to be reduced to 100mm if permitted by the appliance manufacturer and supported by calculation?
Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No  
  FORMCHECKBOX 

No view   
 FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments:

	


L4.
Some modern biofuel appliances are designed in such a way that they do not require a hearth or additional wall protection to prevent accidental ignition of adjacent materials. Do you agree that Technical Booklet L is amended, such that, whilst still treating solid biofuel broadly as a solid fuel, it will provide greater flexibility in the guidance where measures necessary for conventional solid fuel appliances are unnecessary for the more sophisticated biofuel appliances?

Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No   
 FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments:

	


L5.
Modern fanned draft boilers are suitable for operation with significant length of horizontal flue some of which may run through a ceiling void. This could mean that certain flues cannot be inspected thus increasing the potential for the flue to leak poisonous carbon monoxide (CO) gas. Do you agree with the addition of guidance on the provision for inspection of concealed flues?

Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments:

	


L6.
Do you agree with the introduction of a new recommendation to fit carbon monoxide (CO) detectors/alarms as part of the installation of new or replacement combustion appliances?
Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments:

	     


L7.
Please provide any general comments you may wish to make, about the proposed amendments to Part L of the Building Regulations and to Technical Booklet L, in the box below:

	


Part N
Drainage
and 

Technical Booklet N  

PART N:
Questions

Part N of the Building Regulations sets out requirements for drainage systems; underground foul drainage; rain-water drainage; and cesspools & septic tanks etc.;  It is proposed to add guidance into the Technical Booklet to ensure the safe disposal of condensate from condensing boilers.
N1.
Do you agree that the guidance is adequate to ensure the safe disposal of condensate from condensing boilers?
Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments:

	


N2.
Please provide any general comments you may wish to make about the proposed amendments to Technical Booklet N in the box below:

Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments:

	


Part P

Sanitary appliances and unvented hot water storage systems 
and

Technical Booklet P

PART P:  QUESTIONS
Part P of the Building Regulations sets out requirements on the provision of sanitary appliances, sanitary accommodation in buildings and on the installation of unvented hot water storage systems. It is proposed to include additional requirements to reduce the temperature of water in domestic hot water distribution systems to 60oC and to limit the temperature of hot water delivered to a bath to 48oC. 
P1. 
Do you consider it appropriate to introduce a provision that under certain conditions limits the temperature of the hot water distribution system to 60oC?

Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments (if any):

	     


P2.
Do you consider it appropriate to introduce a requirement to limit the temperature of hot water delivery to a fixed bath to 480C?
Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments (if any):

	     


P3.
These changes would be reflected in a change to the title of this part to ‘Sanitary appliances, unvented hot water storage systems and reducing the risk of scalding’. Do you consider it appropriate to introduce this as a new title for Part P?
Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments (if any):

	     


P4.
Please provide any general comments your may wish to make, about the proposed amendments to Part P of the Building Regulations and Technical Booklet P, in the box below:


	


Part R

Access to and use of buildings

and 

Technical Booklet R

PART R:  QUESTIONS

Part R sets requirements to ensure that buildings are accessible and usable. It is not proposed to amend the Part R regulations, nor is it proposed to amend any of the technical provisions in Technical Booklet R that support the existing regulations.  However, in order to avoid duplication of standards it is proposed to remove the technical provisions for access from Technical Booklet R and include them in Technical Booklet H.

R1.
Notwithstanding the additional provisions transferred to Technical Booklet H, do you agree that the guidance given in the proposed Technical Booklet R is complimentary to and broadly level on a technical basis, with the provisions of Technical Booklet R: 2006?
Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments (if any):

	     


R2.
Do you agree that the guidance given in the proposed Technical Booklet R adequately explains, where appropriate, the rationale behind the provisions?

Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments (if any):

	     


R3.
Do you agree that the strategy for access remains in Technical Booklet R while the technical provisions for that access are re-located from Technical Booklet R and included in Technical Booklet H?
Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No view    FORMCHECKBOX 



Comments (if any):

	     


R4.
Please provide any general comments your may wish to make, about the proposed amendments to Part R of the Building Regulations and Technical Booklet R, in the box below:
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